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Editor’s  Desk 


FOR  SALE! 


New  members,  find  your  names  on  Page  7. 
Check  Page  31  for  a  rundown  of 
committees  whose  too-brief  summaries  do 
scant  justice  to  the  smart,  capable  people 
who  serve  on  them.  Get  involved  in 
beautifying,  protecting,  and  enjoying  your 
neighborhood. 


Writers,  artists,  photographers  who  wish  to 
contribute  to  this  magazine  are  not  only 
encouraged  to  do  so,  they  are  bribed:  the 
editor  will  buy  new  contributors  a  coffee 
drink  of  their  choice  at  a  North  Beach 
coffee  house  of  their  choice.  This  is  a  first¬ 
time  offer,  probably  the  last,  so  call  me  now 
to  discuss  submissions  for  the  Winter  issue, 
deadline  November  5. 


President  Aaron 
Peskin  is  not  for 
sale,  he's  just 
another  pretty 
face  modeling 
one  of  the  shirts 
we  produced  for 
July's  North  Beach  Festival  and  Street  Fair. 
Wear  your  own  and  tourists  will  ask  you  for 
directions.  Locals  will  ask  where  you  got 
it.  They  fit.  They're  green.  The  sweatshirt 
is  fleecy  and  comfortable.  The  t-shirt  is 
rakish  and  cool.  To  have  your  own  shirt, 
follow  ordering  directions  printed  in  the 
box  on  page  9. 


JIIIIIJS 

CASTLE 

1541  Montgomery  St  Son  Francisco.  CA 
Atop  Telegraph  Hill  overlooking  Son  Francisco  Bay 
Featuring  exquisite  continental  cuisine, 
elegant  service,  rare  vintcge  wines  and  spirits 
with  unsurpassed  views  in  on  intimcle  atmosphere, 

A  San  Francisco  Tradition  since  1922- 

Lunch  Monday-  Friday  from  il:30-d:0C  p.m. 

Evenings  from  5:00-10:00  p.m. 


AJI  motor  credit  cords  occepted.  /  Volef  sortdng  /  Frtvofe  forties  Welcome 


For  reservations  please  call  342-3042 


Freebairn-Smith  &  Crane 

Planning,  Urban  Design,  Architecture 


Rod  Freebairn-Smith 
Janet  Crane 
(415)  398  4094 
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North  'Beach  Investors 

“ Unbiased ,  straight  forward,  no  strings  attached  advice  ” 

R.  Scott  Durcanin 
Partner 

For  all  of  your  ROTH  IRA,  40IK  to  ROTH  IRA  conversion,  and  retirement  planning  needs 

Securities  offered  through  Linsco/Private  Ledger 
Member  NASD  &  SIPC 

1 169  Filbert  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 

phone:  885-2382  web:  www.lpl  com/scott. durcanin  email:  scott.durcanin@lpl.com 


sem.a.phore 

Definition :  To  convey  information 
using  visual  signals,  such  as  flags, 
lights  and  mechanical  arms. 

In  the  last  century,  Telegraph  Hill 
was  a  lookout  spot.  A  man  stood 
at  the  top  and  watched  for  ships 
arriving  through  the  Golden  Gate. 
He  used  semaphore  signals  to  spell 
out  ships’  names  to  the  people 
below  who  were  waiting  for  goods 
and  mail.  Neighbors  who  formed 
Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  in  1954 
named  its  newsletter  to  salute  this 
early  use  of  the  Hill. 


ESPRESSO  CAPPUCCINO  VINO  PANINI 

c/  o 


Hanna  &  Sandy  Suleiman 


423  Columbus  Ave. 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
415-397-6261 


(415)  433-2444 


NORTH  BEACH  PIZZA,  INC. 

1499  Grant  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  California  94133 

New  Location  Now  Open  at 
1310  Grant  Avenue  near  Vallejo 

Fax  (415)  433-7217 
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Pres i d  e  n  t  ’  s 


Thanks  to  those  of  you  who  returned  your  New 
Millennium  Membership  Survey,  the  first  in  THD’s 
45-year-history,  to  my  knowledge  (though  past  THD 
presidents  may  call  me  tomorrow  morning  to  tell  me 
it  wasn’t  the  first).  The  results  are  tabulated.  They 
and  your  comments  (which  were  interesting, 
insightful  and  quite  supportive)  will  give  me  and  the 
Board  direction  and  guidance.  We  received  70 
responses,  about  15%  of  the  mailing,  which  is  a 
higher  than  average  return  (or  so  I’m  told).  The 
survey  asked  members  to  rate  the  importance  of 
some  of  THD’s  initiatives— projects  done  in  the  past, 
and  projects  in  progress  now.  Here  are  the  results  in 
a  nutshell  (better  give  them  to  you  now  before  all  the 
information  is  lost  when  my  computer  succumbs  to 
Y2K).  The  %  figures  below  indicate  “Support”  for 
an  initiative,  meaning  boxes  were  checked  in  one  of 


Letter 

two  categories:  “Strongly 

Support”  or  “Generally  Support.” 


Past  THD  Initiatives.  The  President, 

98-100%  :  Prevent  high-rise  construction. 
Promote  adoption  of  40-foot  height  limit.  Plant  over 
350  trees.  95%:  Oppose  construction  of  the 
Embarcadero  freeway.  91%:  Discourage  Rite  Aid 
and  other  chains  from  locating  in  the  core  of  the 
North  Beach  Commercial  District.  85-90%: 
Protect/improve  the  Grace  Marchant  Garden. 
Prevent  construction  of  an  underground  parking 
garage  at  Washington  Square.  Create  the  Telegraph 
Hill  Historic  District.  Develop  A-sticker  parking. 
78%:  Fight  to  preserve  Muni’s  39  bus  (11% 

opposed;  comments  included  “empty,  noisy,  too 
frequent;  yes,  but  need  a  quiet  electric  bus.”  80% 

continued  on  pg20 


COLDUieUL 

banmbsr  □ 


LOUIS  J.  SILCOX,  JR 

REALTOR®  ASSOCIATE 
Previews 

'94-'97  Top  Producer 
1699  Van  Ness  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 

Business  415.474.1750  x298 
Fax  415.771.1264 
Direct  415.474.1845  x298 
Residence  415.788.2008 
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T  H  D  Board  Resolutions 


May  11,  1999 
No  motions. 

June  8,  1999 

The  Board  authorized  creation  of  the  North  Beach 
Historical  Project  as  a  THD  project  to  complete  an 
update  of  the  1982  architectural,  historical  and 
cultural  survey  of  North  Beach.  To  fund  the  project, 
tax-deductible  donations  will  be  solicited  c/o  the 
San  Francisco  Heritage  Foundation  for  the  North 
Beach  Historical  Project. 


The  Board  authorized  expenditure  of  up  to  $250.00 
to  consult  with  an  attorney  specializing  in  nonprofit 
tax-exempt  organizations  to  determine  whether 
THD  should  convert  to  501(c)  (3)  status,  which 
would  enable  us  to  obtain  grants  and  accept  tax- 
deductible  donations. 

July,  1999 

No  Board  meeting  in  July 


Social  &  Program  Committee  Report 


By  Mary  Purdy-Read 


On  May  1 7  Officers,  Directors  and  Committee  Chairs  of 
Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  gathered  for  cocktails  with 
Russian  Hill  and  North  Beach  Neighbors  at  Dalla  Torre 
Restaurant.  The  event  provided  a  unique  opportunity  for 
the  three  neighborhood  associations  to  share  views  on 
important  local  issues. 

A  General  Membership  Dinner/Meeting  was  held  July  12 
at  Pearl  City  Restaurant  in  Chinatown.  Chris  Carleson 
provided  an  entertaining,  informative  “stroll"  through  San 
Francisco  history  and  the  events  and  people  that  have 
shaped  our  city.  He  introduced  us  to  his  CD  ROM  and 
book  “Shaping  San  Francisco”. 

On  July  21  we  enjoyed  a  beautiful  evening  at  the  San 
Francisco  Art  Institute.  Wonderful  snacks  were  provided 
by  Prudente  &  Company  (the  deli  at  Grant  at  Union  which 
is  famous  for  its  tortas.)  The  guest  of  honor  was  David  F. 
Myrick,  one  of  THD’s  founders  and  first  editor  of  the 
Semaphore ,  who  told  stories  about  the  people  he  knew 
when  he  lived  on  the  Hill,  spanning  almost  three  decades 
from  the  ‘50s.  Copies  of  his  book,  “San  Francisco’s 
Telegraph  Hill"  were  auctioned  by  George  Fox;  a  high  bid 
of  $200  fetched  a  mint  copy  of  the  collectible  which 
originally  sold  in  the  ‘70s  for  $9.95.  He  autographed 
copies  members  had  brought  to  the  event.  Now  living  in 


southern  California,  he's  still  a  member  of  Telegraph  Hill 
Dwellers  and  reads  “every  word"  of  the  Semaphore. 

Coming  events:  Look  for  postcard  invitations  to  a 
cocktail  party  in  September,  a  General 
Membership/Dinner  Meeting  in  October  and  the  Annual 
Holiday  Party  December  5. 

Unique  Opportunity— I  am  always  looking  for  HELP  and 
need  members  to  assist  with  coordinating  special  events. 
If  you  would  like  to  help,  please  call  me  at  433-9626. 


Is  this  your  last  Semaphore? 

If  the  mailing  label  is  dated  June  1, 1999  or 
earlier,  your  membership  has  lapsed  and  we 
hope  you’ll  rectify  that  situation  with  a  check. 
If  you  think  our  records  are  incorrect  or  you 
are  in  doubt  about  your  membership  status, 
please  contact  Membership  Chair,  Rozell 
Overmire,  phone  989-3945.  E-mail 
rozell@overmire.com. 
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New  Member  Application 


For  a  Voice  in  Your  Neighborhood  Join  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers. 


San  Francisco’s  first  neighborhood  organization 
was  started  by  a  few  residents  who  stopped 
highrise  developments  on  Telegraph  Hill.  Almost 
50  years  later,  700  members  strong,  THD  acts 
forcefully  on  concerns  affecting  North  Beach,  the 
Waterfront/Embarcadero  and  ...  Our  famous  Hill. 

Receive  your  subscription  copy  of  the  Semaphore 
Magazine.  Read  about  issues  affecting  the 
neighborhood.  Find  out  what  you  can  do  to  influence 
them. 

Work  on  a  committee.  THD  committees  are 
described  on  Page  3 1 . 

Meet  your  neighors.  Join  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers 
for  dinners  and  cocktail  parties  at  local  restaurants. 


Welcome  to  New  Members  who  have  joined  us  since 
publication  of  the  last  Semaphore,  Don  Abshire,  Lynn  Amon, 
Alicia  Becerril,  Chris  Carlsson,  Jeffrey  Chinn,  Glen  Crawford,  Randy  &  Bemi 
Cowherd,  Marisa,  Stephan  &  Chris  DeBenedetti,  Stanley  &  Maria  Diamond, 
Susanna  Dulkinys,  Jann  Eyrich,  Julie  Fahey  &  Robertson  Erskine,  David 
Fogler  &  Mary  Inman,  Pat  Franks,  Diana  Gaynor,  Stephanie  Gold  &  Ned 
Boynton,  Merle  Goldstone,  Geoffrey  Headington,  Robert  Hinish,  Andrew 
Howell.  Dr.  Yuca  Hung,  Kevin  Johnson,  Rick  Junsch,  Karen  Kashkin,  Susan 
Kennedy,  Jed  Kleckner,  Gregory  Lindgren,  Mary  MacPherson  &  Chris 
O'Donnell,  Paris  Mahdavi,  Mail  Boxes,  Etc,  Robert  &  Pearl  Micheli,  Melissa 
Morandi  &  Sam  Keeley,  Richard  Ow,  Margery  Pertuis,  Ronald  Sauer,  Brigette 
Scheel,  Lana  Scott,  Will  Shank,  Matthew  Sheridan,  Gloria  Smith,  Trevor 
Smith,  Dave  Sutch,  Jeanette  Traverso  &  Charlie  McCoy,  Nuala  Vignoles, 
Sarah  Whitman,  Jeff  Williams  &  Eileen  Pack,  Irene  &  Bob  Young, 


MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

Sign  Up,  or  Sign  a  Friend  Up,  as  a  member  of  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers. 
Complete  and  mail  to  THD,  PO  Box  330159,  SF,  CA  94133 

NAME: _ 

ADDRESS: _ 

CITY: - - - 

STATE: _ ZIP: - 

PHONE _ EMAIL: - 

CHECK  ENCLOSED  FOR  1-YEAR  MEMBERSHIP 
Single  $25 _  Family  $40 _  Senior  $15 _ 
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Planning  and  Zoning 
Committee  Report 


By  Nancy  Shanahan  and 
Aaron  Peskin 


The  following  are  updates  of  ongoing  projects  and  information  on 
new  projects  since  the  last  Semaphore.  If  you  want  more 
information  about  a  specific  project  or  are  interested  in  getting 
involved  with  the  Planning  &  Zoning  Committee  please  give 
Nancy  a  call  at  986-7070. 

I.  PROJECTS  IN  THE  TELEGRAPH  HILL 

HISTORIC  DISTRICT  (This  historic  district  on  the  east  side  of 
Telegraph  Hill  was  established  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  in 
1986  to  preserve  tire  largest  group  ofpre-1870  structures  in  the 
City). 

1.  Grace  Marchant  Garden/Alta  Street  Condo  Development 
(20-30  Alta).  According  to  the  Planning  Department,  the  project 
is  "on  hold".  As  a  result  of  the  Planning  Department’s  denial  of 
public  access  to  certain  documents  in  the  City’s  files  relating  to 
this  project,  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  Task  Force  scheduled  a 
public  hearing  in  August. 

2.  9  Calhoun  Terrace.  The  Committee  is  working  with  the 
owners  of  this  1 854  historic  structure,  one  of  the  three  oldest  on 
the  Hill,  to  ensure  that  their  proposal  for  exterior  alterations  to  the 
front  facade  and  original  garage  structure  are  in  keeping  with  the 
historic  district  guidelines. 

3.  Other  Projects  in  the  Telegraph  Hill  Historic  District  The 

renovation  of  37  Calhoun  Terrace  is  complete  and  the  P  &  Z 
Committee  commends  the  owner  for  bringing  this  building  more 
into  keeping  with  the  historic  district.  Plans  to  legalize  existing 
additions  (built  some  twenty  years  ago)  to  the  historic  cottage  at 
1304A  Montgomery  Street  are  pending.  The  P  &  Z  Committee 
provided  support  for  the  owner’s  revised  plans  to  renovate  the 
exterior  of  the  building  at  1304  Montgomery  Street.  The  project 
to  add  a  garage  underneath  the  1 -story  historic  building  at  293 
Union  Street  is  underway  and  across  the  street  at  290  Union 
Street,  a  project  to  renovate  this  structure  has  begun. 

n.  PROJECTS  IN  THE  NORTHEAST 

WATERFRONT  HISTORIC  DISTRICT  (This  historic 
warehouse  district  established  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  in 
1983  is  bounded  by  The  Ernbarradero,  Sansome ,  Broadway  and 
Union  Streets). 


1 .  Proposed  Hotel  at  the  Embarcadero  and  Broadway.  The 

Port  and  City  are  planning  to  develop  a  luxury  hotel  on  a  2-block 
site  in  the  Northeast  Waterfront  Historic  District  that  includes  the 
Port’s  property  at  the  Embarcadero  and  Broadway  together  with 
most  of  the  block  (currently  owned  by  CALTRANS)  bounded  by 
Broadway,  Davis,  Vallejo  and  Front  Streets.  The  current  plan  is 
for  a  400-room,  65-foot  (plus  roof  top  additions  for  an  additional 
10  feet)  high  structure  on  this  2-block  site  to  be  connected  by  a 
pedestrian  bridge  over  Davis  Street.  All  but  one  of  the  three 
development  proposals  received  by  the  Port  for  this  project  were 
withdrawn.  The  Port  has  entered  into  exclusive  negotiations  with 
the  only  remaining  developer,  Stanford  Hospitality,  Inc.  Required 
project  approvals  will  include  review  under  the  California 
Environmental  Quality  Act  and  consideration  by  the  City’s 
Landmarks  Board  for  its  impact  on  the  historic  district.  There  will 
be  public  hearings  at  the  Port  Commission,  the  Landmarks  Board 
and  the  Planning  Commission. 

2.  Proposed  Low-Income  Housing  (at  Broadway  and 
Battery).  The  City  is  planning  to  develop  an  alfordable/low 
income  housing  project  on  another  CALTRANS  parcel  (at 
Broadway  and  Battery)  located  in  the  Northeast  Waterfront 
Historic  District.  After  receiving  proposals  from  two  nonprofit 
housing  developers,  the  Mayor’s  Office  of  Housing  has  selected 
and  is  engaged  in  exclusive  negotiations  with  Chinatown 
Community  Development  Corporation  (CCDC)  to  build  and 
manage  the  project  using  Prop  A  housing  bonds.  No  design  has 
been  proposed.  CCDC  understands  that  the  site  is  within  the 
historic  district  and  will  be  working  with  THD  to  design  a 
compatible  project. 

3.  Proposed  New  Central  Police  Station  (at  Broadway  and 
Sansome).  A  new  Central  Police  Station  is  proposed  on  a  third 
CALTRANS  parcel  located  immediately  adjacent  to  the 
Northeast  Waterfront  Historic  District  and  on  the  edge  of  the 
Jackson  Square  Historic  District.  The  initial  rendering  of  the 
proposed  new  structure,  being  designed  by  the  City’s  Bureau  of 
Architecture,  reveals  a  design  which  is  completely  out  of 
character  with  its  location.  The  P  &  Z  Committee  will  be 
working  with  the  Bureau  of  Architecture  and  the  Police 
Department  to  design  a  more  compatible  structure. 


continued  on  page  10 
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Neighborhood  Beautification 

Committee  Report  By  Staci  Shember  and  Suzanne 


It  has  been  a  fairly  quiet  and  relaxing  summer  for  the 
committee.  At  the  last  dinner,  we  gave  out  two  group 
awards,  both  presented  by  President  Aaron  Peskin. 

The  Heritage  of  the  Hill  award  is  given  to  businesses 
which  have  existed  in  the  neighborhood  for  25  years 
or  more  and  who  contribute  to  the  unique  character 
and  traditions  of  North  Beach  and  Telegraph  Hill. 
This  year  we  honored  Jo  Schuman  Silver  on  behalf 
of  Steve  Silver’s  Beach  Blanket  Babylon,  which  has 
just  celebrated  its  twenty-fifth  anniversary.  If  you 
haven’t  managed  to  catch  their  delightful  cabaret- 
style  show,  please  visit  (and  bring  friends)  as  soon  as 
you  can.  Famous  for  its  extreme  millinery,  the  show 
satirizes  and  celebrates  San  Francisco  and  its  people. 
The  award  was  received  for  Ms.  Silver  by  the  show’s 
vice  president  and  general  manager,  Mr.  David 
Lincoln  King. 

We  also  gave  Special  Thanks  and  Recognition  to  the 
Committee  to  Illuminate  Washington  Square  Park. 

Sean  O’Donnell 
Handyman 

“Anything  can  be  fixed 
except  a  fallen  souffle.” 

30  years  experience. 

Local  &  neighborhood  references. 

A  Telegraph  Hill  Dweller 
since  1982 

415-398-120 5 


This  committee  worked  tirelessly  for  eight  years  to 
obtain  the  wonderful  new  lighting  we  are  enjoying  in 
the  park;  note  especially  how  fabulous  the  up- 
lighting  emphasizes  the  trees.  All  this  is  just  in  time 
to  celebrate  the  Park’s  100th  anniversary  next  year! 
Please  join  us  in  thanking  these  hardworking  souls. 
The  Committee  consisted  of  Tony  Giovanzana, 
Kathleen  Elsey,  Nan  McGuire,  Jim  Valenti,  Kitty 
Donnoly,  Ann  Giampoli  and  Herb  Kosovitz,  who 
received  the  award  on  behalf  of  the  group.  The 
Committee  also  had  a  consultant  team  consisting  of 
Bob  Middlestat,  Lyn  Auerback  and  Tito  Patri. 
Thanks  again  for  all  your  efforts. 


Our  committee  also  managed  to  get  new  Telegraph 
Hill  Dweller  t-shirts  and  sweatshirts  made  in  time  for 
the  North  Beach  Fair.  If  you  didn’t  get  a  chance  to 
buy  one,  check  out  the  photo  (on  page  3)  of  President 
Peskin  modeling  our  new  style. 

Sweatshirts  are  just  $20  and  t-shirts  $12  and  are 
available  in  medium,  large  and  extra-large.  Please 
send  a  check  to  THD’s  PO.  Box  330159,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94133  with  a  return  address.  Specify 
number  of  shills,  type  (t-shirt  or  sweatshirt)  and 
size(s).  THD  will  make  arrangements  to  get  the  shirts 
to  you,  so  please  also  provide  your  phone  number. 


Lastly,  please  feel  free  to  contact  sirrobyn@msn.com 
if  you  have  any  suggestions  for  neighbors,  businesses 
or  groups  you  think  should  be  recognized  by  THD 
for  their  efforts  on  behalf  of  our  neighborhood.  We 
love  to  recognize  folks  for  their  gifts  of  time  and 
dedication  and  have  awards  in  a  variety  of  areas 
including  preservation  efforts;  journalism  and/or 
other  media  which  brings  light  to  issues  of 
importance  to  the  neighborhood;  businesses  of  25 
years  or  more  who  contribute  to  our  community’s 
character  and  traditions;  wonderful  gardens  or  open 
spaces;  and  dedicated  service  to  our  organization  and 
community. 
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See  VII  below  for  other  WATERFRONT  issues. 

HI.  PROPOSED  NEW  LANDMARK/SURVEY  OF 
HISTORIC  NORTH  BEACH 

1.  Washington  Square  Park  Landmark  Nomination.  The 

Landmarks  Board’s  nomination  of  Washington  Square  to 
become  the  next  City  Landmark,  has  received  the  support  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors,  the  Recreation  and  Parks  Commission  and 
the  Arts  Commission.  The  next  step  in  the  approval  process  is  the 
Planning  Commission.  We  are  planning  to  celebrate  Washington 
Square’s  recognition  as  a  City  landmark  in  January,  2000,  its 
1 50th  anniversary,  as  one  of  the  city’s  original  three  squares  and 
the  only  one  that  hasn’t  been  converted  into  a  parking  garage. 

2.  North  Beach  Historical  Project  Supervisor  Becerril  has 
introduced  a  resolution  providing  for  official  City  recognition  of 
the  existing  survey  of  the  architectural  and  cultural  history  of 
North  Beach  which  was  conducted  in  1982  through  local  efforts 
with  the  help  of  a  federal  grant.  Official  City  recognition  goes 
hand  in  hand  with  THD’s  project  to  update  the  survey  by  raising 
funds  to  pay  for  the  services  of  Anne  Bloomfield,  the  architectural 
historian  who  prepared  the  original  survey.  To  date  we  have 
raised  over  $5,000  for  this  effort  (approximately  half  of  our 
estimated  budget)  thanks  in  large  part  to  The  Foundation  for  San 
Francisco’s  Architectural  Heritage  for  agreeing  to  accept  tax 
deductible  donations  for  this  project.  Thanks  to  all  those  who 
have  made  donations,  and  to  THD  volunteers  (Pat  Cady,  Judy 
Powell,  Leo  McLaughlin  and  Ross  Tibbits)  for  their  time  and 
effort.  Others  who  are  interested  in  donating  time  or  money  to  this 
project,  or  learning  more  about  it,  should  call  Nancy  Shanahan  at 
986-7070. 

IV.  NORTH  BEACH  NEIGHBORHOOD  COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT  (In  1987  the  Board  of  Super\>isors  adopted  the  North 
Beach  Neighborhood  Commercial  District  (NBN CD)  Ordinance 
to  inaintain  the  character  of  and  mix  of  businesses  in  North 
Beach). 

1 .  New  Initiatives  for  the  NBNCD.  Through  the  work  of  the  P 
&  Z  Commercial  District  Subcommittee,  an  update  of  the  1986 
comprehensive  survey  of  the  businesses  in  the  NBNCD  is 
progressing  (a  summary  of  some  of  the  results  appeared  in  the 
Summer  Semaphore).  The  subcommittee  is  obtaining  GIS  maps 
of  the  commercial  district  area  and  seeking  computer  savvy 


volunteers  to  help  put  all  the  data  and  digitized  photos  together 
into  a  usable  format.  The  results  of  this  survey  have  been  helpful 
to  Supervisor  Leno  in  formulating  legislation  to  be  introduced  to 
amend  the  NBNCD  ordinance  to  limit  large  use  sizes  (like  Rite 
Aid)  and  discourage  the  loss  of  our  remaining  small  storefronts 
and  neighborhood-serving  businesses.  In  addition,  we  are 
exploring  ways  (such  as  the  National  Main  Street  Program)  to 
benefit  our  commercial  district  by  keeping  and  recruiting  the 
kinds  of  independent,  neighborhood-serving  businesses  that  will 
maintain  the  small  scale  and  character  of  the  area. 

2.  1351  Grant  Avenue  (formerly  Figone’s  Hardware).  The 

Planning  Commission  approved  the  conversion  of  this  space  to  a 
restaurant/bar.  The  plans  as  approved  include  demolishing  the 
existing  storefront  and  creating  a  Savoy-Tivoli  type  outdoor  patio. 
The  P  &  Z  Committee  urges  the  proponent  to  maintain  the 
existing  storefront  and  as  much  of  the  original  interior  space  as 
possible. 

3.  2  Nobles  Alley  (at  Grant  Avenue).  The  proposed  project 
would  demolish  a  small  cottage  and  replace  it  with  a  4-story 
building  at  the  comer  of  Grant  Avenue  and  Nobles  Alley.  The 
Chinatown  Community  Development  Corp.  filed  for 
Discretionary  Review  (DR)  of  this  project  on  the  basis  that  the 
proposed  demolition  of  this  cottage  would  displace  a  low-income 
family  and  reduce  the  area’s  low/moderate  income  housing  stock. 
A  hearing  by  the  Planning  Commission  on  this  DR  has  been 
delayed  several  times  and  is  not  currently  scheduled. 

4.  Columbus  Avenue  (Doo  Wash  Laundromat)  In  connection 
with  a  proposal  to  add  two  stories  of  housing  (6  market  rate 
condominiums)  to  this  one-story  commercial  structure,  the 
project  sponsor  was  seeking  an  exemption  from  the  parking 
requirements  ( 1  for  each  new  residential  unit)  in  the  North  Beach 
Neighborhood  Commercial  District.  While  THD  supported  the 
addition  of  housing,  we  opposed  the  parking  exemption  since  the 
required  amount  of  parking  could  be  provided  on  the  ground  floor 
without  eliminating  the  retail  frontage.  As  a  result  of  THD’s 
opposition,  the  project  proponent  agreed  to  provide  the  required 
parking. 

5.  1548  Stockton  Street  (Fuzio’s  Restaurant).  Fuzio’s,  the 
chain  pasta  restaurant  concept  from  Chevy’s,  closed  its  doors  in 
just  six  months  after  it  opened.  North  Beach  spoke  with  its  feet. 
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V.  BROADWAY  NEIGHBORHOOD  COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT  (This  Commercial  District  extends  along  Broadway 
from  west  of  Columbus  Ave  to  Osgood  Place). 

1.  412  Broadway  (formerly  the  Stone).  This  space  was 
extensively  remodeled  in  preparation  for  a  new  15,000  sq.  ft. 
adult  entertainment  establishment  to  be  called  "Boys  Toys".  The 
project  will  require  a  conditional  use  authorization  (CUA)  from 
the  Planning  Commission  because  of  its  size.  As  of  the  date  of 
this  report  no  application  has  been  made  to  the  Planning 
Department. 

2.  Streetscape  Improvement  Planning  for  the  Broadway 
Corridor.  A  series  of  five  monthly  community  meetings  are 
being  held  to  develop  a  streetscape  improvement  plan  for  the 
Broadway  Corridor.  This  effort,  sponsored  by  the  Metropolitan 
Transportation  Commission  in  conjunction  with  the  San 
Francisco  Department  of  Public  Works,  the  North  Beach 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Chinatown  Community 
Development  Center,  is  exploring  alternatives  for  traffic  calming, 
lighting,  sidewalk  improvement,  street  trees  and  signage.  THD  is 
being  represented  by  Howard  Wong,  Gerry  Crowley,  Bill 
Seelinger,  Arthur  Chang  and  others. 

VI.  UPDATES  ON  OTHER  PROJECTS 


5Jave  you  beard... 

who’s  moved  into  the  neighborhood  now? 


MAIL  BOXES  ETC. 

1288  Columbus  (@Bay) 


Plenty  of  parking! 


Packing/Shipping  UPS/FedEx 
Mailbox  Services  Copies 
Notary 


885-7177 


Stop  in  to  meet  owners  Maryjane  &  Angela 


1. 1-Hotel/Colombo  Building  Project.  On  June  4th,  Friends  of 
the  Colombo  Building  and  the  City  College  Board  of  Trustees 
entered  into  an  agreement  to  settle  the  lawsuit  filed  by  Friends  in 
Superior  Court  to  challenge  City  College’s  project  to  demolish 
the  historic  Colombo  Building  to  make  way  for  its  new 
Chinatown/North  Beach  campus  facility.  The  settlement 
agreement  provides  that  City  College  will  preserve,  restore  and 
rehabilitate  the  Colombo  Building  as  a  part  of  the  campus  project. 
City  College  has  also  agreed  to  support  the  designation  of  the 
Colombo  Building  as  a  City  Landmark  and  its  listing  on  the  State 
and  National  Registers  of  Historic  Places.  One  floor  will  be 
added  to  the  Colombo  Building  and  a  campus  structure  will  be 
built  behind  the  Colombo  Building  (which  will  be  up  to  1 20  feet 
high). 

2.  295  Bay  Street  (Rite  Aid  in  the  North  Point  Theater).  Rite 
Aid  Corporation  has  purchased  the  theater  building  and  intends 
to  use  the  ground  floor  for  a  Rite  Aid  store.  Their  plans  for  the 
upper  floors  are  uncertain  at  this  time,  but  may  be  used  for  office 
space.  Representatives  of  Rite  Aid  met  with  the  P  &  Z 
Committee.  The  general  consensus  of  THD’s  Board  is  that  we 
will  not  oppose  a  Rite  Aid  store  at  this  location  provided  that  we 
can  obtain  enforceable  commitments  from  Rite  Aid  that  they  will 
limit  store  hours  and  square  footage,  prohibit  the  sale  of  liquor, 

continued  on  pg  13 

+SAN  REMO  IIO'ITI,  | 

•  1906  Historic  Hotel 
•$50  -  $80  nightly 


“When  I  found  the  San  Remo, 
I  knew  I  had  struck  gold.” 

-  Susan  Spano,  New  York  Times 
Space  available  for  events  &  meetings 


2237  Mason  Street  Near  Chesnut 
(800)352-REMO  *(415)  776-8688 
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Web  Site 
www.thd.org 

That's  Us!  Pete  Overmire  (989-3945), 
a  longtime  THDer  and  former  officer 
has  set  up  this  exclusive  site  for 
Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers.  Access  it  to 
see  the  sensational  look  he  has 
created,  impressive  to  local  and 
international  browsers  alike.  Lend  him 
photographs  and  graphics  relevant  to 
the  Hill  that  he  can  scan  in.  Call  or  e- 
mail  information  about  upcoming 
meetings  in  the  neighborhood  and  at 
City  agencies,  and  ideas  and  concerns 
you  want  the  rest  of  us  to  know  about 
between  Semaphores. 


North  Beach  News 

Fire  Station  28  at  Stockton  at 
Greenwich  is  closed  for 
remodeling.  It  will  reopen  in 
January  with  room  for  2  engines 
and  employee  parking  which  will 
free  more  public  spaces. 

In  the  meantime,  the 
neighborhood  will  be  served  by 
Station  2  at  Broadway  and 
Powell,  and  Station  41  at 
Leavenworth  and  Washington. 
Report  fire  or  medical 
emergencies  by  calling  911,  or 
pull  the  hook  on  a  red  call  box 
located  on  some  street  comers. 


The 

Italian 

Dining 

Experience 

in 

San  Francisco 


Valet  Parking  Banquet*  up  to  200 
1S!2Sf<xJtfonSrn»*  {415  *392-1700 


FRESH! 

Homemade  Pasta  & 
fish  from  the 
Pacific 


Pacific 

Serving  continuously  from  11:45  <6  MSim  Grant  stid  Vallejo  Stress*  (415}  434-3248 


OF  COUNSEL  TO 
SPIEGEL  LIAO  8c  KAGAY 


Bartholomew  Lee 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 


TELEPHONE 
1415)  *56-5959 

88  KEARNY  ST..  SUITE  1310  FACSIMILE 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94108-5530  <AIO>  383-1431 


KATHRYN  R.  BLUM 


KATHY’S  GARDEN  CARE 

WATERING  -  PRUNING  -  FEEDING  -  MAINTENANCE 


YOUR  INDOOR  PLANTS,  OUTDOOR  DECKS  AND  PATIO  GARDENS 
WILL  LOVE  MY  EXPERIENCED  TENDER  LOVING  CARE 


101  LOMBARD  STREET,  #21 5W 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94111  (415)  981-2540 
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avoid  all  parking  and  loading  impacts  and  impacts  on  Muni,  agree 
not  to  use  their  standard  signage  and  design,  and  agree  not  to 
locate  another  store  in  North  Beach. 

3.  221-223  Francisco  Street.  This  proposal  to  add  a  story  and 
make  a  rear  yard  addition  to  the  building  at  221-223  Francisco 
Street  obtained  a  variance  from  the  rear  yard  requirements  of  the 
Planning  Code.  An  adjacent  neighbor  whose  views  would  be 
impacted  by  the  project  has  appealed  the  Zoning  Administrator’s 
decision.  THD  continues  to  attempt  to  help  the  parties  resolve 
their  differences  through  a  slightly  revised  project. 

4.  Bill  Bailey  Cottage  (115  Telegraph  Hill  and  361-377 
Filbert).  Thanks  to  the  efforts  of  Joe  Butler  and  Joe  Luttrell  in 
cooperation  with  the  Foundation  for  San  Francisco’s 
Architectural  Heritage,  the  historic  Bill  Bailey  Cottage  was 
spared  from  demolition  and  moved  to  an  interim  location  until  it 
can  be  moved  back  to  the  Hill.  The  two  adjacent  buildings  (on 
the  Filbert  Steps  above  Montgomery  Street)  have  now  been 
demolished  to  make  way  for  a  six-level,  three  unit  condominium 
development. 

5.  Sansome  Street  Cliffs.  The  project  sponsor,  Vincent  Tai,  is 
again  pursuing  his  plans  to  subdivide  the  property  at  1171 
Sansome  Street,  one  lot  which  stretches  from  Calhoun  Terrace  to 
Sansome,  and  build  a  cliff  side  residence  off  of  Calhoun.  This 
project  is  of  great  concern  to  the  residents  of  the  area  and  will  be 
monitored  closely  by  the  P  &  Z  Committee. 

6.  Dalla  Torre  Resturant  (1349  Montgomery  Street).  Tire 

City’s  Zoning  Administrator  has  requested  the  City  Attorney’s 
help  to  abate  alleged  Planning  Code  noise  violations  at  this 
restaurant. 

7.  435  Pacific  Ave.  (Jackson  Square  Historic  District).  THD 

supported  an  appeal  filed  by  the  Foundation  for  San  Francisco’s 
Architectural  Heritage  of  a  Planning  Department’s  decision  to 
approve  a  Negative  Declaration  (no  impact  determination)  for  the 
demolition  of  a  building  within  the  Jackson  Square  Historic 
District  and  construction  in  its  place  of  a  5-story  office  building. 
Heritage  lost  its  appeal.  This  project  represents  the  first  time  since 
the  designation  of  the  Jackson  Square  Historic  District  in  1971 
that  a  "compatible"  or  "potentially  compatible"  building  will  be 
demolished.  It  puts  over  30%  of  the  buildings  within  the  City’s 
first  historic  district  at  risk  of  being  demolished  without 
environmental  review  and  sets  a  dangerous  precedent  for  the 
City’s  other  historic  districts. 


VII.  SF  PORT’S  WATERFRONT  PLANING  & 
DEVELOPMENT  (Board  member  Leo  McLaughlin  represents 
THD  on  two  SF  Port  advisory  committees:  the  Pier  45  Advisory 
Committee  and  the  Northeast  Waterfront  Advisory  Committee.) 

1.  Pier  45  Shed  A.  The  Port  is  developing  a  Request  for 
Proposals/Qualifications  (RFP/Q)  for  Pier  45  Shed  A  calling  for 
a  maritime/SF  Bay-related  "public  attraction"  and  a  20,000  sq.  ft. 
"theme"  retail  and  restaurant  complex.  The  Pompanito 
submarine  will  continue  to  be  berthed  alongside  of  the  Shed  and 
at  least  2,000  sq.  ft.  of  Shed  A  will  be  made  available  to  the 
Pompanito  Museum.  In  addition,  the  facility  will  be  required  to 
provide  a  SF  Bay/maritime  "theme"  museum  of  unspecified  size. 

2.  Piers  27-31  -  The  Port  is  developing  a  RFP/Q  for  a  major 
sports  and  recreation  complex  on  this  15 -acre  site  geared 
specifically  to  attracting  the  New  York  developer,  Chelsea  Piers 
Management.  There  is  disagreement  between  the  Port  and  the  SF 
Bay  Conservation  and  Development  Commission  (BCDC)  as  to 
the  amount  of  public  open  space  that  should  be  included  in  the 
project 

3.  Luxury  Liner  Lurline  -  Although  Proposition  H  prohibits 
waterfront  "boatels,"  a  proposal  has  been  made  to  refit  and 
refurbish  the  Lurline,  an  old  SF-beithed  Madsen  line  cruise  ship, 
to  be  pennanently  docked  along  the  waterfront  (possibly  at  Piers 
27/29)  as  a  floating  restaurant/nightclub/hotel  complex. 

4.  Restoration  of  Ferry  Arch  at  Fisherman’s  Wharf.  THD  is 

supporting  the  Port’s  efforts  to  fund  the  restoration  of  the  Fenry 
Arch  at  Fisherman’s  Wharf  which  was  damaged  by  fire. 
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WE'RE  A  PART 

OF  YOUR  NEIGHBORHOOD 

SOTHEBY’S 

International  Realty 

San  Francisco  Brokerage 
432  Jackson  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 1 1 


WHEN  WE  TAKE  YOUR  LISTING 
WE  TAKE  IT  TO  THE  WORLD 


Danielle  Chavanon 
415  296  2224 


Deirdre  Canapa 
415  296  2225 
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Greg  Gaar’s  Time  Machine 

By  Julienne  M.  Christiansen 


Did  you  ever  see  the  film  version  of  The  Time 
Machine?  At  one  point,  the  machine’s  steady  march 
into  the  future  is  marked  simply  by  the  changing 
window  displays  in  a  ladies’  dress  shop  across  the 
street.  I  was  almost  obsessed  as  a  child  by  trying  to 
imagine  a  particular  place  at  various  stages  in  the 
past.  I  walked  around  my  hometown  encouraging 
my  grandmother  to  describe  what  it  used  to  be  like. 
I  loved  James  Michener’s  account  of  an 
archeological  dig,  each  chapter  a  story  woven 
around  some  unearthed  artifact.  Michener  made  up 
answers  to  all  the  questions  scientists  only  guess  at: 
How  did  this  object  come  to  be  here?  Who  had 
owned  it?  What  was  this  place  like  then?  Each 
frozen  slice  of  time  was  full  of  different 
perspectives,  different  realities,  all  stacked  on  one 
spot. 

Greg  Gaar  grew  up  in  San  Francisco  with  some  of 
the  same  obsessions.  He  wanted  to  go  back  in  time, 
back  to  when  Adolph  Sutro  planted  forests  on  the 
hills  of  the  City,  back  to  when  goats  roamed  Potrero 
Hill  and  the  area  was  dotted  with  farms,  back  farther 
to  when  dunes  rolled  from  the  ocean  through  what 
became  the  Financial  District,  rivers  ran  from  Twin 
Peaks  to  the  Bay,  SOMA  was  a  marsh,  and  the  Bay 
reached  far  into  what  we  know  as  San  Francisco. 

Greg  says  he  used  his  paper  route  proceeds  to  buy 
his  first  photo  from  Moulin  Studios.  He’s  been 
buying,  collecting,  copying  ever  since.  He  has 
hundreds  of  photographs  from  the  eighteen  and 
early  nineteen  hundreds.  And,  since  his  twin  passion 
is  native  plants  and  open  space,  many  of  the  photos 
show  what  the  City  was  like  before  there  was  a  city. 
There  are  photos  of  creeks  that  run  now  only  in 
pipes  underground,  photos  of  old  lakes  and  forgotten 
marshes,  farms  and  dairies,  early  water  systems.  His 
photos,  many  taken  by  proud  City  engineers  as  they 
wrestled  the  rough  terrain  into  development,  show 
San  Francisco’s  gradual  evolution  from  wilderness 
to  metropolis. 


Greg  has  agreed  to  share  some  of  his  collection  and 
his  knowledge  of  native  plants  at  a  slide  presentation 
to  be  held  on  Monday,  September  20,  at  the 
Telegraph  Hill  Neighborhood  Center  at  660 
Fombard.  There  will  be  light  refreshments  from  6  to 
7  p.m.  and  Greg  will  present  from  7  to  8:30. 

The  event  is  organized  and  sponsored  by  the 
members  of  the  Pioneer  Park  Project,  who  have 
emphasized  native  plants  in  reforestation  plans  for 
the  park.  We  have  seen  Greg  speak  at  the 
Neighborhood  Parks  Council,  Friends  of  the  Urban 
Forest,  and  other  venues  and  were  anxious  to  bring 
him  to  Telegraph  Hill.  Please  make  a  note  in  your 
calendar  and  plan  to  join  us  for  what  promises  to  be 
a  singular  evening. 

“Native  San  Francisco” 

Monday,  September  20 

Refreshments  6:00  to  7:00,  Presentation  7:00  to 
8:30,  Telegraph  Hill  Neighborhood  Center,  660 
Lombard  Street. 


1870’s  Muybridge  photo  of  Tonquin  Point  with 
Telegraph  Hill  in  the  background.  Neither  the  point,  or 
small  bay  exist  today,  (from  the  collection  of  Greg 
Gaar) 
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The  Little  Yellow  House 

by  Peter  Overmire 


I  was  a  newcomer  to  the  hill  in  1975  -  lived  in  an 
apartment  in  Reno  Place  for  a  few  months  and  then 
heard  that  there  was  a  "cute  little"  house  for  sale  on 
Union  Street.  I  went  to  look  at  the  outside,  and  then 
phoned  the  realtor  to  make  an  appointment  to  see  it. 

The  realtor  tried  to  discourage  me:  "Oh,  it's  so  small, 
you  wouldn't  be  interested."  I  insisted,  and  made  an 
appointment  for  a  mid-morning  visit. 

From  the  front  door,  the  first  view  was  right  through 
the  living  room,  through  glass  doors  to  a  sunny 
garden  with  lots  of  pansies  blooming.  I  was 
immediately  convinced,  and  said  "I'll  take  it" 
offering  to  pay  the  full  asking  price. 

That  was  in  a  different  era  than  today,  and  the  realtor 
told  me  that  I  couldn't  offer  to  pay  the  full  asking 
price  -  I  had  to  make  a  lower  offer  -  "After  all,  the 
house  is  only  660  square  feet,  and  it's  quite  old." 

I  finally  consented  to  offer  $1,000  less  than  the 
asking  price,  an  offer  that  was  immediately  accepted 
After  all  the  paperwork  there  was  suddenly  a  new 
property  owner  on  Telegraph  Hill,  and  a  new 
prospective  member  of  THD. 

The  house?  The  Junior  League,  in  "Here  Today,  San 
Francisco's  Architectural  Heritage"  (1968)  dates  the 
structure  as  "1860's"  and  says  "The  stylistic 
simplicity  of  this  one-story  frame  cottage  makes  it 
seem  ageless.  It  complements  its  neighbors  to  the 
east,  and  also  emphasizes  the  height  of  291 
[Union]." 

The  architectural  survey  conducted  by  Anne 
Bloomfield  in  1985,  which  led  to  the  establishment 
of  the  Telegraph  Hill  Historic  District  in  1986,  dates 
the  house  from  1910,  though  it's  possible  that  was 
the  year  in  which  the  structure  was  moved  to  its 


‘The  Little  Yellow  House”  at  293  Union  Street,  flanked  on  the  left  by 
the  3-story  Cooney  House  and  on  the  right  by  another  3-story  house. 
Photo  by  David  F.  Myrick 

present  location  from  a  site  perhaps  10  feet  further 
back  from  the  street,  on  the  same  lot.  This  move 
was  made  after  the  1906  fire  which  burned  north 
from  the  Financial  District,  finally  stopping  only  at 
the  back  fences  of  293  and  several  adjacent 
structures. 

The  most  entertaining  history  of  the  house  comes 
from  David  Myrick's  1972  book  "San  Francisco's 
Telegraph  Hill."  The  lot  was  owned  by  a  Mr.  Bovee 
In  1852,  and  "had  by  1860  come  into  the  possession 
of  attorney  E.  B.  Mastick,  who  built  a  barn  and  a 
high  fence  along  the  back  of  his  property."  Pleasant, 
neighborly  relations  with  the  Cooney  family,  who 
owned  the  home  downhill,  to  the  east  "deteriorated 
when  Thomas  and  Ellen  Furlong  bought  the  house 
and  lot  in  1876.  Furlong,  a  city  policeman  and  a 
former  stevedore,  promptly  arranged  for  a  survey” 
and  learned  that  the  Cooney's  Dining  room  and 
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kitchen  extended  into  his  property  as  much  as  14 
inches  (no  small  matter  for  a  lot  only  22  feet  6 
inches  wide.) 

Myrick  goes  on  to  report  that  "The  matter  remained 
unresolved  for  several  years  and  finally  went  to 
litigation.  At  the  trial,  Mrs.  Cooney  described  the 
general  harassment  she  suffered  from  Mrs.  Furlong, 
which,  not  surprisingly,  the  latter  generally  denied. 
Mrs.  Cooney  explained  that  it  was  necessary  to  put 
a  fence  on  the  roof  of  the  kitchen  to  prevent  Mrs. 
Furlong's  yelling  at  the  Cooney  children  playing  in 
their  own  back  yard.  Mrs.  Furlong  made  life  even 
more  difficult  when  she  discovered  that  by  placing  a 
pole  under  the  fence  she  could  shake  the  Cooney 
kitchen.  Things  were  thrown  into  the  Cooney's  back 
yard;  one  time  it  was  a  dead  cat.  Of  course,  the 
Furlongs  had  their  story,  principally  supported  by 
the  fact  that  Mrs.  Cooney's  building  was  on  a  part  of 
their  property." 


Over  the  subsequent  years,  extending  to  at  least 
1887,  there  were  several  suits,  countersuits,  and 
appeals  -  unfortunately  most  of  the  land  and  court 
records  were  lost  in  the  1906  fire,  but  the  remaining 
records  appear  to  indicate  that  the  Cooney  family 
won  -  gaining  title  to  a  narrow  strip  of  the  Furlong's 
land,  4  to  13  inches  wide,  through  the  legal  doctrine 
of  "adverse  possession"  in  that  for  many  years  both 
parties  accepted  the  side  of  the  Cooney  house  as 
being  on,  not  over,  the  property  line.  I  just  measured 
the  width  of  my  lot,  near  the  rear  line,  and  find  that 
Rozell  and  I  own  perhaps  the  only  22'  -  6"  wide  San 
Francisco  lot  that  is  only  21'  -  8"  wide! 


Photo  by  Peter  Overmire 
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BILL  BAILEY  COTTAGE  LEAVES  TELEGRAPH  HILL 


A  crane  hoists  the  cottage  above  the  trees  on  Telegraph  Hill  Blvd 

Photo  by  Lacy  Atkins,  San  Franciso  Examiner 

One  of  the  last  working  class  cottages  on  Telegraph 
Hill,  Bill  Bailey’s  house  at  115  Telegraph  Hill 
Boulevard,  was  saved  from  demolition  in  June. 
Adjacent  buildings  have  already  been  demolished 
to  make  way  for  a  new  development.  The  cottage 
was  plucked  from  its  foundations  and  trucked  to 
temporary  storage  until  approvals  are  granted  to 
return  it  to  a  yet  undetermined  site  on  Telegraph 
Hill.  Bill  Bailey  was  a  local  hero.  A  union 
organizer  and  labor  leader  who  fought  in  Spain  in 
the  ‘30s  with  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Brigade,  his 
1995  memorial  service  at  the  I.L.W.U.  hall  was 
packed  with  eulogizers.  He  lived  in  the  cottage 
(built  circa  1906-13)  for  37  years. 

Opponents  of  the  new  development  (including 
Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers)  lost  a  long,  hard  fight  to 
protect  this  and  nearby  cottages.  Over  the  protests 
of  neighbors  and  urban  experts,  the  City  approved 
replacing  a  total  of  1 1  rental  units  with  4 
condominiums.  The  now-razed  small  dwellings 
’’told  the  story”  of  Telegraph  Hill.  Visitors 


approaching  Coit  Tower  savored 
the  sweeping  downtown  view 
over  the  rooftops  of  colorful 
small  houses— a  view  which  will 
be  walled  off  when  the  condos 
are  completed;  a  reference  point 
from  Telegraph  Hill  to  the  rest  of 
the  City  has  been  lost.  Buffs  and 
historians  who  are  delighted  the 
Bill  Bailey  cottage  is  saved  also 
feel  that  its  placement  elsewhere 
than  its  original  location  makes  it 
less  significant  as  a  historic 
resource.  Nonetheless,  the 
cottage  has  cheated  death,  thanks 
to  many  financial  contributors, 
and  to  the  volunteers  who  moved  it. 
It  was  a  team  effort  conceived  and  managed  by 
members  of  the  Bill  Bailey  Cottage  Committee. 

The  Committee  raised  $11,300.  The  property 
owners  who  are  building  the  condos,  Tracy 
Kirkham  and  Josef  Cooper,  pledged  to  contribute 
fifty  cents  for  each  dollar  raised  up  to  $10,000. 
Donations  to  support  maintenance  and  relocation  of 
the  cottage  may  be  sent  to:  Community  Initiative 
Funds  of  the  San  Francisco  Foundation;  225  Bush 
Street  #500,  SF,  94104  (note  on  your  check:  “Bill 
Bailey  Cottage”). 

A  lot  of  hard  work  was  donated  by  union  members 
and  Sheedy  Drayage  Company,  Inc.  Thanks  to  the 
following  individuals  who  made  the  move  possible: 
David  Arndt  from  the  Masons  Union.  Guy  Tunnel 
from  Ironworkers  Local  377.  Larry  Alexander  from 
Teamsters  Local  85.  Eric  Anderson  from  Operating 
Engineers,  Local  3.  Thanks,  too,  to  Supervisor 
Alicia  Becerril  who  ran  interference  with  the  City’s 
Permit  Department. 
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PRIVATE  PROPERTY/PUBLIC  NUISANCE 

By  Patricia  Cady 


Among  the  quirky  folks  who  have  always  populated 
Telegraph  Hill,  a  prize  of  sorts  must  be  awarded  the 
woman  who  moved  into  1 16  Alta  Street  last  May.  She 
had  a  ton  of  boulders  dumped  in  front  of  her  house  so 
no  one  can  drive  past  it.  Residents  cannot  reach  their 
own  homes.  Fire,  police  and  medical  emergency 
vehicles  can  access  her  property,  but  not  her  neighbors’ 
at  118  and  122  Alta.  She’s  arranged  trees  around  the 
rocks  as  a  maze  for  pedestrians  who  can’t  pass  by  at  all 
when  she  parks  her  car  there.  She  defies  a  recorded 
easement  requiring  6-foot-wide  pedestrian  access,  and 
the  direction  of  her  Home  Owner  Association  to  clear 
the  street.  How  can  one  person  create  such  a  nuisance? 

Upper  Alta  on  the  west  side  of  Montgomery,  is  not  city- 
owned,  (as  is  Lower  Alta,  on  the  east  side  of 
Montgomery).  Property  owners  who  maintain  this 
private  street  can  regulate  vehicle  traffic  in  front  of  their 
own  homes.  Neighbors  who  have  reported  the 
barricade  to  the  Fire  Department,  the  Police  Department 
and  the  Department  of  Public  Works  are  told  these 
agencies  don’t  have  jurisdiction  on  private  property. 

People  conjecture  about  this  woman’s  reasoning.  Some 
say  the  out-of-towner  hasn’t  a  clue  about  co-existing  in 
our  small,  dense  urban  community.  Others  think  the 
rocks  are  devices  to  soften  up  her  neighbors  (who  can’t 
get  construction  work  done  or  goods  delivered)  so  they 
might  offer  to  pay  her  a  toll-as  in,  how  much  is  it  worth 
to  get  an  ambulance  to  your  house?  It’s  the  type  of  story 
best  told  by  Balzac  whose  peasants  grasped  after 
perceived  advantages,  but  one  far  from  the  tradition  of 
Telegraph  Hill  where  even  the  most  independent  folks 
on  other  private  streets  (until  now,  on  Upper  Alta), 
support  mutual  interests. 

It’s  one  thing  to  block  a  street,  another  to  endanger  the 
neighborhood.  I  was  using  the  telephone  in  a  friend’s 
house  when  the  sky  turned  black.  Strong  winds  drove 
smoke  and  debris  from  a  mid-day  May  5  roof  fire  in 
North  Beach  straight  up  to  Telegraph  Hill.  Homes  on 
Upper  Alta  Street  were  blanketed  in  minutes.  Intruders 


who  climb  down  from  Telegraph  Hill  Boulevard  to  the 
southwest  slope  of  the  hill  leave  beer  cans  and  cigarette 
butts  in  an  area  vulnerable  to  fire— conceivably,  to  a 
firestorm  on  a  dry,  windy  day  that  could  sweep 
Telegraph  Hill’s  wood-frame  buildings.  In  fact,  a  1989 
fire  burned  two  cottages  on  the  same  street.  One  lot  is 
still  vacant,  the  other  home  was  rebuilt.  With  the  street 
barricaded,  emergency  vehicles  can’t  reach  either  of 
those  properties  or  any  of  the  residences  to  the  north, 
south  and  west  of  the  boulders;  fire  hoses  would  have  to 
be  dragged  over  and  around  them. 

Attorneys  have  been  hired,  more  City  agencies  are 
involved,  neighbors  won’t  give  up  until  the  street  is 
cleared.  Wanting  one’s  own  domain  is  understandable. 
Risking  others’  lives  and  properties  to  have  it, 
unconscionable.  When  goats  were  raised  on  Telegraph 
Hill,  grazing  rights  were  settled  peacefully  among 
property  owners.  These  days  everybody  needs  a  lawyer 
to  mediate  obvious  issues  of  public  safety,  when  just  a 
tad  of  common  sense  would  help  ensure  common  good. 


Rocks  &  trees  block  Upper  Alta  Street. 
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President’s  Letter 


continued  from  page  5 


supported  our  negotiating  the  existence  and 
maintenance  of  Jack  Early  Park  (a  pocket  park  off  of 
Grant  Avenue  on  the  north  side  of  the  hill.)  The  fact 
that  many  respondents  were  either  neutral  or  didn’t 
answer  that  question  leads  me  to  believe  that  not 
everyone  is  familiar  with  this  little  gem  which  the 
late  Jack  Early  created  and  left  us  with;  at  any  rate, 
no  one  was  opposed  to  the  park. 


Current  (Ongoing)  THD  Initiatives: 

100%:  THD’s  publication,  the  Semaphore.  Editor 
Pat  Cady  is  handing  it  off  this  spring,  so  volunteers 
please  present  yourselves.  97-99%:  Efforts  to  ease 
parking  and  traffic  congestion.  Improve  and  protect 
our  parks  and  green  spaces.  Ensure  new 
developments  and  building  additions  are  within 
neighborhood  scale  and  character;  (I  can  personally 
attest  to  how  much  work  and  time  this  takes, 
particularly  in  this  over-heated  economy).  Act  as 
liaison  with  Central  Police  Station.  Work  with  Muni 
and  DPT  to  improve  public  transportation.  90-92%: 
Support  efforts  to  protect  historic  buildings,  the 
Grace  Marchant  Garden.  Obtain  City  landmark 
designation  for  Washington  Square.  Attract  more 
small-scale  neighborhood-serving  businesses. 
Monitor  proposed  new  Port  Commission 
developments  along  the  northeast  waterfront. 


88%  support  our  program  to  recognize  special 
contributions  to  the  neighborhood  through  awards 
and  articles,  social  and  events  programming  (such  as 
Town  Hall  meetings),  lectures  and  presentations  on 
history,  politics  and  planning  issues.  73%  support 
hosting  dinners  and  cocktail  parties  (several  folks 
want  to  bring  back  the  annual  picnic  at  Coit  Tower; 
others  voiced  support  for  potlucks,  and  urged  us  to 
hold  the  costs  of  dinners).  83%  supported  the  Oral 


History  Project  to  record  and  preserve  local 
histories. 

The  most  controversial  issue  was  preserving 
affordable  housing  stock  by  opposing  demolitions, 
conversions  and  Ellis  Act  evictions.  Yet,  68%  of 
respondents  supported  this,  while  16%  were 
opposed.  The  balance  were  either  neutral  (13%)  or 
didn’t  answer  (3%). 

Thanks  to  Termeh  Dimi  Yeghiazarian  for  compiling 
the  survey  results.  If  you  want  a  complete  copy  of 
the  results,  write  or  call  me. 

Meanwhile,  the  Board  and  I  are  already  making  use 
of  the  information  it  gave  us,  figuring  out  how  to 
apply  your  suggestions  and  comments.  What  I 
already  know  is:  Over  the  last  45  years,  generations 
of  committed  residents  have  worked  effectively  to 
protect  and  enhance  the  character  of  Telegraph  Hill 
and  North  Beach.  Like  all  volunteer  organizations 
THD  has  had  its  ups  and  downs,  has  been  more 
effective  at  some  times  than  at  others.  But  after 
almost  half  a  century  since  our  founding,  we  are  still 
here  and  in  good  shape  with  an  all-time  high  of 
(yeah,  I  know  some  past  THD  president  is  going  to 
claim  that  decades  ago  there  were  more  but,  I’m 
really  certain  of  this  one)  over  700  members, 
including  individuals  in  family  memberships. 

THD  is  a  vehicle  for  all  of  us.  If  you  have  an  idea 
or  concern  please  get  involved  with  a  committee  or 
give  me  a  call. 
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ORAL  HISTORY  PROJECT:  ROSALIE  TAGGI 


By  Patricia  Cady 

Below  are  excerpts  from  an  interview  for  THD's  Oral 
History  Project  which  records  the  life  and  work 
experiences  of  longtime  local  residents.  For  more 
information,  or  to  join  the  project,  contact  Dennis 
McElrath  at  397-0201,  or  Audrey  Tomaselli  at  391- 
1792. 


The  pretty  young  woman  had  her  ID  photo  (above) 
taken  on  February  21,  1944  when  she  qualified  as  a 
welder  in  three  positions  (flat,  vertical  and  overhead)  so 
she  could  go  to  work  at  the  Kaiser  shipyards  in 
Richmond.  Interviewed  in  her  comfortable  living  room 
in  a  Telegraph  Hill  flat,  Rosalie  Taggi  explained.  “It  was 
during  the  war.  All  the  boys  were  overseas  and  I  wanted 
to  do  something  to  help.”  While  we  were  talking,  her 
daughter  Beatrice  produced  Rosalie’s  old  welding  outfit: 
A  pan-  of  horsehide  overalls  weighing  20  pounds  and  a 
metal  hood  with  a  face  guard.  “You  had  to  watch  out  for 
sparks  that  would  fly  into  your  eye,”  Rosalie  said.  Was 
the  work  hard?  “It  was  more  hot  than  hard,  kneeling  on 
steel  surfaces  all  day,”  she  explained.  “I  earned  $1.25  an 
hour.  Women  were  paid  less  than  men  though  we  had  to 
do  the  same  amount  of  work.”  She  commuted  to 
Richmond  by  ferry.  “When  the  tide  was  out  and  the  boat 
couldn’t  land  for  a  while,  our  pay  was  docked.”  During 
the  war  her  husband  brought  truckloads  of  explosives  to 
Treasure  Island,  driving  very  slowly. 

Rosalie  married  a  man  from  northern  Italy  who  wanted 


to  come  to  San  Francisco  because  he’d  heard  that  mostly 
Italians  lived  in  a  community  called  North  Beach.  They 
arrived  in  1930  and  looked  for  jobs,  “during  the 
Depression  when  people  worked  for  practically 
nothing.”  She  found  a  job  at  the  Euclid  Candy  Factory 
on  Battery  Street.  Her  husband  worked  in  the  produce 
business  on  the  Embarcadero.  “We  rented  a  little  place 
to  live,  she  said,  two  rooms  for  ten  or  fifteen  dollars  a 
month,  and  we  saved  every  penny  we  could.  In  1935  my 
husband  saw  a  For  Sale  sign  on  an  apartment  house  near 
where  we  lived,  and  he  went  right  down  to  talk  to  the 
realtor  on  Columbus  Avenue.  We  bought  the  building 
for  $7,000,  which  was  the  amount  remaining  on  the 
mortgage,  nothing  more.”  There  they  raised  Beatrice;  in 
time,  adding  a  top  flat  with  a  sweeping  view  where  she 
has  lived  since. 

Rosalie  started  the  Thrift  Shop  at  St.  Francis  of  Assisi 
Church  at  Columbus  and  Vallejo  and  managed  it  until 
1994  when  the  church  (now  the  St.  Francis  Shrine) 
closed.  She  said,  “People  came  from  as  far  as  the 
Mission  District  to  shop  there,  because  they  knew 
everything  would  be  clean.”  (She  washed  and  dried 
donated  clothes  at  a  Grant  Avenue  laundromat,  then 
ironed  them  in  a  tiny  room  in  the  church.)  Word  got 
around  that  the  shop’s  volunteers  set  aside  things  for 
people  who  couldn’t  pay  for  them;  blankets,  clothing 
and  shoes  were  given  to  poor  and  homeless  people. 
“Oh,  yes,”  she  said,  “it  was  a  church,  and  this  was  the 
right  thing  to  do.  I’d  give  a  family  a  shopping  bag  full  of 
baby  clothes,  take  the  money  out  of  my  purse  and  put  it 
in  the  drawer.”  The  shop’s  annual  five-figure  profits 
went  directly  to  the  church.  “One  of  us  carried  the  cash 
to  the  priests  at  the  end  of  every  work  day.” 

Complete  transcripts  and  original  tapes  of  the 
interviews,  with  subjects  ’permission,  will  be  deposited 
with  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library  as  historic 
records  of  the  neighborhood . 
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ACCLAIMED  ITALIAN  ARTIST  RETURNS  TO  CALIFORNIA 


When  the  renowned  Italian  artist  Claudio  Rattazzi 
returned  to  California  in  1998  after  a  five  year  absence, 
he  quickly  fell  in  love  with  North  Beach.  Prior  to  the 
past  five  years  of  American  and  international  travel, 
which  included  stints  in  Taos,  Santa  Fe  and  Las  Vegas, 
Rattazzi,  50,  lived  in  Mill  Valley  in  Marin  County.  “I 
stayed  because  I  fell  in  love  with  the  trees"  he  says.  He 
was  referring,  of  course,  to  the  resident  redwoods. 

As  a  youth,  the  classically-trained  artist  studied  at 
L’Accademia  in  Florence  and  the  Beaux  Arts  School  in 
Paris,  with  additional  study  at  a  Paris  film  school. 
Rattazzi  has  a  passion  for  the  film  arts  and  takes  in 
several  movies  a  week. 

An  energetic,  outgoing  man  who  is  undaunted  by 
any  artistic  medium,  including  large  scale  murals, 
Rattazzi  prefers 
painting  animal 
portraits.  “I  love 
animals,”  reflects 
the  artist  “because 
they  love 

unconditionally  and 
with  great  honesty. 

I  cannot  tolerate  the 
thought  of  anyone 
causing  them  harm 
or  neglect.” 

Recently 
Marsha  Garland 
Executive  Director 
of  the  North  Beach 
Chamber  of 
Commerce, 
commissioned  a 
large  portrait  of  her  Toy  Manchester  Terrier,  II  Conte  di 
Monte  Cristo,  who  is  nicknamed  “Monty”.  (The 
Manchester  Terrier  is  an  ancient  English  breed  evolved 
from  the  Italian  Greyhound  Whippet  and  Black  &  Tan 
Terrier.)  For  Monty’s  portrait  Rattazzi  used  Conte 
crayons,  charcoal,  pastels,  sanguine,  pencil,  and  chalk, 
with  a  watercolor  wash.  Rattazzi  worked  from  several 
photographs  but  prefers  to  get  to  know  the  animal,  as  he 
did  in  this  particular  case.  The  portrait  is  realistic  but  not 
photo-realistic  and  portrays  the  dog’s  character,  as  well  as 
conveys  the  artist’s  energy  and  intensity. 

Rattazzi  was  bom  in  Nice  (or  Nizza,  as  he  prefers 
to  call  the  French  Riviera  town)  of  Italian  parents.  Fhs 
father,  an  engineer,  traveled  extensively  with  his  family 
in  tow.  Rattazzi  even  spent  part  of  his  youth  in  Morocco. 
His  mother,  with  whom  he  converses  frequently,  still 
lives  in  Nice.  Rattazzi ’s  father  was  killed  in  a  car  crash 


when  the  younger  Rattazzi  was  just  14.  Rattazzi ’s 
paternal  and  maternal  families 
trace  their  origins  to  Lombardia  and  Piemonte,  regions 
for  which  Rattazzi  feels  a  great  affinity. 

When  speaking  with  Rattazzi,  one  cannot  help  but 
notice  his  love  of  words  and  fluency  in  English.  “I’ve 
always  loved  languages,”  smiles  Rattazzi  “but  perhaps  I 
love  language  more  because  five  years  ago  I  woke  up 
one  morning  and  had  completely  lost  my  ability  to 
speak.  The  words  were  ready  in  my  mind  but  my  vocal 
chords  couldn’t  articulate.  It  was  a  terrifying 
experience.” 

It  turned  out  Rattazzi  had  suffered  a  stroke  because 
of  an  undetected  birth  defect  in  Iris  heart.  “The  doctors 
told  me  I’d  not  recover  completely  from  the  stroke  but  I 

refused  to  listen  to 
them.  Afrerthe 
heart  surgery,  I 
bought  a 

Dictaphone  machine 
and  practiced  and 
practiced  until  I 
taught  myself  to 
speak  again.  My 
conviction  was  and 
is  the  human  mind 
is  very  flexible  and 
has  wide 

boundaries.  So  let’s 
tap  into  the 
untapped  part  of  our 
brain  to  heal,  create 
and  grow.  The 
bottom  line  is  my 
motto  is  create.  Don’t  imitate;  don’t  repeat.” 

Rattazzi  is  fascinated  with  the  relationship  between 
human  beings  and  the  animal  within.  “I  have  always 
tried  to  find  the  right  means  to  express  in  an  artistic  way 
my  own  duality,  as  well  as  others,  that  realm  that  is  part 
human  and  part  animal.” 

These  days  Rattazzi  is  focusing  on  animal 
portraiture  and  is  equally  at  ease  painting  domestic  and 
wild  animals.  His  nonnal  procedure  is  to  take  a  roll  of 
film  of  the  animal  in  Washington  Square  or  at  home,  and 
give  the  entire  roll  to  the  animal’s  owner.  The  owner 
then  chooses  a  favorite  shot  and  Rattazzi  works  from  the 
photo  but  with  firsthand  knowledge  of  the  animal’s 
character.  If  interested  in  contacting  the  artist,  Rattazzi 
can  be  reached  in  San  Francisco  at  415/989-6426. 


Photographer/Painter  Claudio  Rattazzi 
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WHO  NEEDS  A  PULITZER? 

by  Helen  VonAmmon 


Helen  is  a  Telegraph  Hill  artist/writer  who 
encourages  would-be  self-publishers. 

Some  twenty  years  ago  when  I  discovered  the  world  of 
fibers,  I  abandoned  a  career  as  a  painter  (exhibited  world¬ 
wide)  and  applied  my  knowledge  of  design,  color  and 
composition  to  hand  spinning  and  knitting.  I  sold  one-of- 
a-kind  hand  spun  and  hand  knit  sweaters  of  silk,  wool  and 
exotic  fibers  to  local  socialites. 

These  elegant  ladies  wouldn’t  tell  even  their  best  friends 
where  they  got  them.  What  a  joy  to  see  my  work 
beautifully  displayed  in  Helga  Howie’s  boutique  in  the 
charming  Frank  Lloyd  Wright  building  on  Maiden  Lane, 
and  to  savor  their  sales  in  toney  boutiques  from  New  York 
to  Cabo.  But  today,  too  many  garments  are  made 
overseas. 

Retailers  are  spoiled  by  greedy  markups  on  wholesale 
prices-impossible  competition.  My  boutique  biz  died 
almost  overnight.  I  had  to  shift  gears.  I  began  teaching  my 
fiber  skills  in  workshops  from  Alaska  to  Australia.  My 
free  public  demos  introduce  hand  spinning  to  the  masses. 
Whether  I  spin  angora  from  my  rabbits,  dog  fur,  alpaca  or 
qiviut  (Eskimo  word  meaning  underdown  from  arctic 
musk  oxen),  I  must  always  answer  the  question:  “Do  you 
kill  the  animals  to  make  that  thread?” 

To  allay  such  cannibalistic  ideas,  1  wrote  my  first  book, 
“How  to  Spin  a  Rabbit’;  the  story  is  told  from  the 
viewpoint  of  Chandon,  my  dominant  rabbit.  Manuscript 
submissions  to  20+  publishers  resulted  in  20+  rejections. 
For  a  while  I  considered  papering  my  bathroom  with  these 
heartless  missives. 

To  hell  with  them!  Published  the  book  myself:  5,000 
copies.  A  costly  project,  but  the  book  turned  out  exactly 
as  I  hoped:  informative,  warm,  loving,  with  enchanting 
illustrations  by  Erin;  how  I  found  Erin  is  another  story.  The 
dreaded  “kill”  question  persists,  but  now  I  point  to  the 
pictures  in  my  book  and  ask,  “Could  YOU  kill  such  a 
cuddly  animal?” 

Each  book  costs  about  $7.50  to  produce  and  retails  for 


$12.95.  My  distributors  take  40%  to  an  inhumane  65%. 
Sometimes  I  lost  money  on  book  sales,  but  I  learned  an 
incalculable  amount.  I  self-published  5,000  copies  each  of 
two  more  titles:  “Musk  Ox  Babies  of  the  Far  North”  and 
“Alaska  Llama-Far  North  Hero.” 


My  first  book,  now  in  its  second  printing,  is  much  loved 
by  all  ages.  I  even  get  fan  letters!  Although  hopelessly 
untalented  at  telemarketing  (I  always  call  at  dinnertime- 
just  kidding),  I’ve  had  a  modicum  of  success  peddling  my 
books.  If  I  depended  on  sales  from  a  few  bookstores, 
Barnes  &  Noble,  amazon.com,  I  would  be  very 
discouraged  and  very  hungry.  My  studios  have  NEVER 
made  a  profit  and  I  hate  to  spoil  my  twenty-year  record.  I 
no  longer  lose  money  and  make  a  few  farthings  on  book 
sales,  but  I’m  not  getting  rich,  either. 


Soon  (what  chutzpah! )  I’ll  hang  out  at  ranches  doing 
hands-on  alpaca  research  for  my  fourth  book.  Please 
don’t  alert  the  IRS!  When  my  books  sell  like  roasted 
chestnuts  on  a  rainy  Paris  night,  I  fill  my  favorite 
Montblanc  pen  to  bustin’  and  sign  my  name  with  a 
theatrical  flourish,  just  like  best-seller  bigshots.  In  all  my 
three-score  years  and  counting,  I’ve  never  been 
happier... without  a  Pulitzer. 
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Working  with  Other  Neighborhood  Associations 

By  Gerry  Crowley 


Following  her  stint  as  THD  's  president,  Gerry  is 
representing  our  neighborhood  in  two  important 
City  organizations  and  inviting  members  to  join  her. 
Editor. 

Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  is  a  member  of  both  the 
Coalition  of  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  (CSFN) 
and  the  (lower  case  intentional):  san  francisco 
neighborhoods  alliance  for  political  awareness 
(sfnapa).  The  CSFN  was  founded  to  unite 
neighborhood  groups  in  taking  positions,  and 
communicating  those  positions,  on  issues  affecting 
City  neighborhoods.  The  alliance  (sfnapa)  was 
formed  to  facilitate  the  interaction  of  neighborhood 
groups  for  educational  purposes.  Currently,  I  am  the 
Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  delegate  to  CSFN  and  I 
serve  on  sfnapa’s  board  of  directors,  usually 
attending  at  least  two  monthly  meetings  for  each 
group. 

While  both  groups  have  similar  purposes,  they 
accomplish  their  missions  differently.  CSFN,  the 
more  formal  of  the  two,  introduces  proposed  policy 
statements  and  endorsements  at  the  monthly 
meeting  prior  to  the  one  at  which  the  vote  is  taken, 
so  that  delegates  may  return  to  their  organizations 
for  direction.  A  two-thirds  vote  of  the  delegates  can 
declare  an  emergency  so  that  a  matter  may  be 
considered  at  the  meeting  where  it’s  introduced.  At 
the  July  meeting,  proponents  and  opponents  of 
ballot  initiatives  made  presentations  to  the  delegates 
who  voted  on  the  iniatives  in  August. 
Recommendations  for  position  statements  usually 
originate  from  member  organizations,  or  from 
CSFN  committees. 

The  alliance  (sfnapa)  is  more  of  a  “hands  on”  group 
whose  members  often  air  their  issues  or  grievances 
at  a  monthly  meeting  with  Mayor  Brown.  The 
organization  serves  as  the  Neighborhoods  Advisory 


Council  to  the  Mayor  of  San  Francisco.  This 
meeting,  which  I  facilitate  on  the  first  Friday  of  each 
month  from  5:00-7:00  PM,  offers  an  open  forum  for 
citizens  who  have  been  unable  to  resolve  problems 
satisfactorily  through  normal  City  channels.  The 
mayor  is  always  accompanied  by,  at  least,  his  chief 
of  staff  and  director  of  neighborhood  services,  and 
often  department  heads.  The  mayor  frequently 
directs  his  staff  to  take  immediate  action.  In 
addition  to  Advisory  Council  meetings,  the  alliance 
board  members  and  advisors  have  regular  meetings 
to  make  decisions  on  projects  and  issues  of  concern. 

In  the  next  Semaphore,  I’ll  tell  you  about  some  of 
the  accomplishments  of  both  organizations.  In  the 
meantime,  if  anyone  would  like  to  attend  a  meeting 
with  me,  or  participate  on  the  committees  of  these 
groups,  please  call  me  at  781-4201. 
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ROBERT  RANSOME, 

By  Rozell  Overmiree 


How  do  you  write  about  someone  who  you  dearly 
loved  and  give  enough  of  a  glimpse  into  his  life  so 
that  others  may  appreciate  him?  I'll  try,  but  this  is  a 
hard  assignment. 

There  are  many  people  on  Telegraph  Hill  who  have 
lived  long  enough  to  hold  some  of  the  history  of  the 
Hill  in  their  memory  and  to  share  it  gracefully.  Bob 
was  one  of  those.  He  didn't  talk  about  it,  he  lived  it. 

Bob  was  bom  in  1913  and  was  raised  in  Portland 
with  a  father  in  the  lumber  industry.  His  mother, 
Isabelle  Fuller,  divorced  his  real  father,  Mr.  Dabney, 
when  Bob  was  two  or  three.  His  mother  remarried 
Frank  Ransom  and  Bob  took  the  name  of  Ransom. 

Bob  was  a  very  tall,  silver  haired  elder  when  I  met 
him.  He  and  Vera  Prock  had  been  married  the  year  I 
was  bom,  in  1944.  Bob  lived  on  Filbert  Street  in 
1938,  when  he  was  studying  for  the  Bar  Exam  at 
Stanford.  After  his  graduation,  he  told  his  father  he 
wanted  to  travel  and  his  father  grudgingly  sponsored 
a  trip  to  Europe.  His  dad  wanted  him  to  go  to  work 
and  use  his  new  law  degree!  The  trip  turned  into 
several  continents,  since  he  returned  via  Rio  by  boat 
and  toured  through  South  and  Central  America. 

He  settled  in  the  "Duck  House"  on  Alta  Street  in  the 
lowest  apartment.  Vera  lived  just  down  the  street  at 
21  Alta.  Her  apartment  came  with  a  German 
Shepherd  which  she  walked  dutifully.  One  night  as 
she  was  walking  the  dog,  Bob  said  "Hello"  and  that 
started  their  friendship.  His  favorite  phrase  was,  "I'm 
a  pickup".  When  Stanton  Delaplane  moved  out  of  the 
top  apartment  at  21  Alta,  Bob  moved  in.  The  building 
had  a  wonderful  garden  and  both  Vera  and  Bob's 
friends  came  often  for  suntans  and  parties.  Bob 
worked  for  a  Maritime  Law  Company  and  even  got  a 
Seaman's  certificate. 


1913-1999 


For  a  honeymoon,  they 
took  a  train  to  Utah  and 
bicycled  through  Utah  to 
Idaho,  Wyoming,  and 
South  Dakota  and  on  to  the  Great  Lakes  where  they 
took  a  boat  to  Erie,  PA.  Then  they  hopped  on  their 
bikes  and  pedaled  through  Maine  and  New  England 
to  Vera's  parents  in  Philadelphia  (this  included  some 
frightening  New  York  City  days).  They  had  traveled 
3,000  miles  on  their  bikes. 

Continuing  on  their  long  slow  honeymoon,  they  set 
out  for  Mexico  by  train  and  bus,  spending  a  few  days 
in  New  Orleans.  Their  destination  was  Acapulco,  a 
sleepy  little  town  then.  They  stayed  six  months  by 
renting  a  room  with  a  fisherman's  family.  Today,  in 
their  apartment,  there  are  still  wonderful  photos 
showing  them  relaxing  together  in  a  Mexican 
hammock.  The  vacation  ended  when  Bob  drank 
some  water  that  had  been  infected  by  rat  urine.  He 
got  jaundice  and  was  very  ill.  Fortunately,  they  were 
able  to  get  to  Mexico  City  and  to  return  home  so  he 
could  recover. 

Bob  had  started  a  lifetime  of  travel  at  12  when  he 
went  to  Europe  with  his  mother.  Later,  he  was  sent  to 
Prep  School  in  Santa  Barbara  for  two  years  which 
must  have  helped  him  gain  entrance  to  Stanford.  In 
fact,  his  French  teacher  even  changed  his  grade  when 
Bob  said  he  needed  a  better  grade  for  Stanford!  "Do 
you  want  an  A  or  a  B"?  Bob  gladly  took  a  B. 

When  Vera  and  Bob  returned  to  San  Francisco,  they 
didn't  settle  down  for  long.  In  1946,  Bob  took  an 
assignment  in  Manila  to  defend  the  Japanese  in  the 
World  War  II  War  Crime  trials.  Vera  joined  him  and 
after  he  quit  in  disgust,  they  continued  on  to  Hong 
Kong,  Peking,  and  across  the  Gobi  Desert  to 
Urumchi.  ( continued  on  page  26 ) 
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( continued  from  page  25)  They  stayed  with  the 
British  Counsel,  Eric  Shipton  and  his  wife  Diana  in 
Kashgar  and  then  rode  over  the  mountain  passes  into 
India  on  horseback.  They  took  the  Khyber  Pass  to 
Afghanistan  and  Iran,  Baghdad,  Israel  (staying  in  a 
Kibbutz),  Cairo,  and  finally  ended  in  Europe.  They 
had  made  a  date  to  meet  Vera's  parents  in  the  Hague. 
The  four  of  them  traveled  through  Germany,  seeing 
war  damage  everywhere.  In  Germany,  they  were 
required  to  travel  two  to  a  car  with  a  driver,  so  they 
rented  two  cars  and  two  drivers.  They  spent  three 
weeks  driving  around  England  in  a  Daimler  and 
another  three  weeks  in  London. 

When  it  came  time  to  return  to  the  States,  Bob  didn't 
want  to  go  home.  So  they  saw  off  the  ship  with  her 
parents  and  continued  to  Paris.  Vera  got  a  secretarial 
job  with  the  Marshall  Plan  in  Paris,  while  Bob  took 
cooking  classes  at  the  Cordon  Bleu.  This  was  the 
start  of  a  lifelong  love  for  Paris.  They  stayed  in  Paris 
until  1953  and  traveled  extensively  around  eastern 
Europe,  Russia,  Poland,  and  the  Middle  East.  Bob 
always  was  happiest  when  planning  a  trip. 

When  they  returned  to  the  U.S.  they  spent  three  years 
in  New  York  with  Vera  working  for  the  fashion 
industry. 

The  travel  bug  bit  again  in  1957  when  they  took  off 
for  Africa.  It  was  a  one  and  a  half  year  trip  in  a  VW 
Microbus,  driving  across  the  Sahara  and  south  all  the 
way  to  South  Africa  where  they  bought  a  new  motor 
and  turned  around  and  drove  back  as  far  as  Addis 
Ababa  in  Ethiopia.  Adding  to  their  excitement,  in 
flying  to  Khartoum,  a  bird  was  caught  in  the  motor  of 
their  small  six  passenger  plane.  But  they  made  it  back 
to  Europe. 

In  1960  they  returned  to  San  Francisco  and  by  1962 
decided  to  live  here  again.  They  have  been  here  ever 
since.  Paris  has  lured  them  back  each  year  for  a  few 
months  to  live  in  their  old  apartment.  And  they 
traveled  extensively  in  Asia.  In  1968  they  took  a  trip 
around  the  world  from  Paris  eastward  to  Mexico 


City.  Their  Land  Rover  took  them  across  the  U.S., 
southwest  and  through  the  east  coast.  They  bought  it 
to  drive  to  India  but  only  got  as  far  as  Ankara,  Turkey. 

What  a  life  of  travel,  and  yet  they  both  have  been  ever 
present  on  the  Hill.  Every  time  we  told  them  about  a 
new  neighborhood  restaurant,  they'd  already  been 
there.  Since  food  was  one  of  their  loves  and  one  of 
ours,  we  often  spent  time  exchanging  cooking  ideas. 
Perhaps  you  saw  them  walking  around  Telegraph 
Hill,  tall  white  haired  Bob  always  in  shorts  with  tiny 
Vera  on  his  arm.  Bob’s  very  blue  eyes  would  sparkle 
while  Vera  would  say,  "Oh,  hello!" 

When  Bob  died  last  month,  there  was  a  wonderful 
memorial  for  him  given  by  his  friends.  Stories  flew 
fast  and  talk  was  lively.  Photographs  of  Bob  were 
everywhere  to  remind  us  all  what  a  full  life  he  had  led 
and  how  fortunate  we  all  were  to  know  him.  We  will 
all  miss  him,  but  fortunately  we  still  have  Vera  to  give 
us  the  news  of  the  neighborhood. 


After  all,  how  many  people  do  you  know  who 
answered  the  phone  with,  "Hello,  City  Morgue!" 
Thanks,  Bob. 
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Nice  Weekend  at  the  North  Beach  Fair 

Photos  by  Billie  Atlas 


The  June  12-13  Street  Fair  drew  thousands  to 
view  arts  and  crafts  and  listen  to  poets  and 
musicans.  At  left,  view  from  THD’s  booth. 


Audrey  Tomaselli  and  Staci  Shember  show 
off  new  THD  shirts. 


Laddie  Delaplane,  Leo  McLaughlin,  Karen  Kevorkian 
stand  ready  to  sign  up  new  members. 
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World  Theatre  Goes  Western 

By  Gerry  Hurtado 


The  other  day  I  went  to  see  “The  General’s 
Daughter”  at  the  World  Theatre.  According  to  the 
critic  in  the  pink  pages,  the  movie  is  a  sleazy  but 
fairly  entertaining  drama  starring  John  Travolta 
and  Madeleine  Stowe.  I  enjoyed  this  fast-paced 
high-tech  shoot-them-up  movie.  What  amazed  me 
was  that  I  was  one  of  four  people  in  a  437-seat 
theatre!  I  thought,  the  neighborhood  must  not 
know  that  the  World  Theatre  is  now  showing 
exclusively  western  movies  right  here--within 
walking  distance. 

Tucked  between  a  pet  supply  store  and  a  number 
of  good  Chinese  restaurants,  World  Theatre  is 
located  at  644  Broadway  between  Stockton  and 
Columbus.  It’s  a  well-  maintained  modern  facility 
(refurbished  3  months  ago)  with  large  clean 
bathrooms  and  easy  handicap  access.  The  seats 
are  staggered.  Instead  of  looking  at  the  back  of 
someone’s  head,  your  view  is  between  people  in 


The  Washington 
Square  Inn 

1 660  Stockton  Street 
San  Francisco 
CA  941 33 

(41 5)  981 -4220 


front  of  you.  The  theatre  features  Dolby  sound. 
Best  of  all,  you  can  get  a  popcorn  and  soda  for  two 
bucks.  Ticket  prices  are  reasonable,  too.  $3.75  for 
matinees,  $5.00  general  admission,  $4.00  for 
seniors  and  children.  Look  for  the  film  lineup  and 
showtimes  in  the  newspapers.  World  Theatre’s 
phone  number  is  391-1393;  its  web  site 
www.cisf.com/world. 

World  is  an  independent  theatre,  not  part  of  a 
chain.  Former  habitues  of  the  closed  North  Point 
Theatre  should  check  out  the  World  Theatre.  It’s  a 
winner! 


What 
San  Francisco 
Is  Coming  To. 


1 


1652  Stockton  St.  San  Francisco.  Lunch  &  Dinner  Daily. 
Sunday  Brunch.  Reservations  989-7800. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Poll  Workers  are  needed  Election  Day  1 1/2.  Hours  6:30  AM-9:30  PM.  Reimbursement  for  training,  meals, 
transportation  $92-$  1 05.  Call  for  information  554-4385. 

U.S.  Census  Bureau  is  recruiting  part-time  temporary  workers  for  the  Year  2000  Census  .  Approx.  3  weeks 
@  $15.50  an  hour.  Testing  December  or  January.  Work  starts  April  or  May.  Also  recruiting  3  managers 
for  long  term  employment  @  $19.75  an  hour.  Testing  in  October.  Work  starts  in  December.  Call  or  visit  for 
information:  600  Harrison  St.,  #505.  744-3441. 


THD  Classified 

Help  the  Homeless!  3  long-time  North  Beach  residents  who  are  victims  of  OMIs  (Owner  Move-Ins)  each 
need  a  2BR  apartment  or  flat— to  rent  or  to  buy.  Call  415-392-1187. 


Parrot  Film  Needs  Help! 


Remember  the  fabulous  fundraiser  we  all  attended  last 
fall?  Well,  IDG  Films  could  use  our  help  again.  The 
large  grant  for  which  THD  co-applied  with  IDG  for  The 
Wild  Parrots  of  San  Francisco  was  unfortunately  lost  to 
another  project.  So  the  film,  which  chronicles  the 
touching  story  of  Mark  Bittner  and  our  wild  and 
boisterous  gang  of  green  mascots,  desperately  needs 
more  funds. 

What  better  way  to  say  thank  you  to  Mark,  who  is 
leaving  our  neighborhood  (may  have  left  by  press  time) 
than  by  supporting  this  project?  Contributions  are  tax- 
deductible  and  can  be  sent  to  IDG  Films  at  394 
Elizabeth  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  Please  help 
us  support  documenting  this  unique  chapter  in  our 
neighborhood’s  rich  tapestry  of  stories. 
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FREE  EVENTS 


Shrine  of  St.  Francis  of  Assisi 
610  Vallejo  Street.  415-983-0405 

4:00  PM  Sunday  concerts  in  the  church  feature  guest 
artists  and  the  Shrine’s  own  musicians  in 
performances  of  chamber  and  choral  music  and 
recitals  on  the  acclaimed  Schoenstein  pipe  organ. 
Historical  photographs  of  North  Beach  will  be  on 
display  in  the  hall  below  the  church  through 
September.  Photos  are  from  the  Alessandro  Baccari 
collection  at  the  North  Beach  Museum. 

On  October  3,  celebration  of  St.  Francis’  feast  day 
begins  with  with  an  evening  service  at  7:00  PM  in 
the  church,  followed  by  a  reception  and  photo 
exhibit  titled  Lux,  Lumen,  Splendor- -photos  of 
Assisi  and  the  Umbrian  Valley  taken  by  Friar 
Alexander  Lewis,  OFM  Conv.  The  public  exhibit 
continues  until  the  middle  of  November. 

Celebration  events  include  the  appearance  of  The 
Sbandieratori  d' Assisi  troupe  preceding  the  October 
4  12:15  Mass  with  Archbishop  Levada.  A  closing 
concert  and  banquet  on  October  7  will  be  a  ticketed 
event. 

The  following  are  presented  in  conjunction  with  the 
Instituto  di  Cultura:  September  21  at  7:30  PM— 
Concert  by  II  Ruggiero ,  a  vocal  and  instrumental 
baroque  ensemble.  October  15  at  8:00  PM— St. 
Francis  of  Assisi— A  Story  of  Encounters, 
performance  in  music,  images  and  text  by  Stefano 
Fogher. 

Schedule  of  Free  Sunday  4:00  PM  Concerts  : 

September  1 2  Organ  Recital  by  R.  Jay  Williamson 

Director  of  Music,  St.  Raphael  Church,  San  Rafael 

September  19  Music  for  Viola  and  Organ 

Nils  Bultman,  Viola  &  John  Renke,  Organ 

September  26  Organ  Recital  by  James  Goettsche 

Organist  of  St.  Peters’s  Basilica,  Vatican  City 


October  3  Music  for  the  Feast  of  St.  Francis  of  Assisi 
The  Schola  Cantorum,  John  Renke,  Director 
October  10  Organ  Recital  by  John  Renke 

Director  of  Music  of  the  Shrine  of  St.  Francis 

October  17  Organ  Recital  by  Gerald  Holbrook 

Director  of  Music,  Star  of  the  Sea,  Sausalito 

North  Beach  Library 

2000  Mason  Street.  415-274-0270 

Librarian  Gardner  Haskell  invites  you  to  meet  E.  D. 
Hirsch,  Jr.,  author  of  many  books  in  a  series  which 
includes  WHAT  YOUR. ..(1st  grade  child,  2nd 
grader,  etc...)  NEEDS  TO  KNOW.  Mr.  Hirsch  will 
be  at  the  library  on  Saturday,  September  18  at  2:00. 
His  other  books  include  “Cultural  Literacy:  What 
Every  American  Needs  to  Know”,  and  “The  Schools 
We  Need,  And  Why  We  Don’t  Have  Them.”  The 
author  will  talk  about  the  Core  Knowledge  system 
that  parents  and  educators  use  to  help  children 
become  better  students. 


Claudio  Ratazzi 
Animal  Paintings 

Mixed  Media 

Complimentary  Prepatory 
Photo  Session 
415/989-6426 
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THD  Committees  Need  You... 


You  can  make  a  difference ! 

Join  one  of  THD's  committees, 
meet  and  work  with  your  fellow 
Hill  Dwellers  to  improve  life  on 
the  Hill. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES 

Parking  and  Transportation. 

Chair,  Howard  Wong,  982-5055. 
Promotes  efforts  to  ease 
congestion,  optimize  white 
zones,  upgrade  public 
transportation.  Works  with 
Department  of  Parking  and 
Traffic 

Planning  and  Zoning.  Chair 
Nancy  Shanahan,  986-7094. 
Monitors  and  reviews  proposed 
development  projects  for 
consistency  with  applicable  City 
ordinances.  Works  with 
Planning  Department  staff  and 
represents  THD  before  the 
Landmarks  Board,  Planning 
Commission,  Zoning 
Administrator  and  other 
regulating  bodies  to  protect 
historic  resources  and  maintain 
neighborhood  character.  Assists 
members  to  learn  more  about 
and  participate  in  planning  and 
zoning  issues.  Waterfront  sub¬ 
committee:  Chair  Leo 
McLaughlin,  434-4625 

Semaphore.  Editor  Patricia 
Cady.  397-2175.  The  editor  and 
staff  produce  a  quarterly 
magazine  for  THD  members. 

Program.  Chair  Mary  Purdy- 
Read,  433-9626.  Arranges  social 
events,  including  quarterly 
membership  meetings  and  get- 


acquainted  social  functions. 

Budget.  Paul  Switzer,  788- 
8667.  As  prescribed  in  bylaws 
for  Treasurer. 

Membership.  Chair  Rozell 
Overmire,  989-3945.  As 
prescribed  in  bylaws  for 
Financial  Secretary. 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEES  AND 

PROJECTS 

Parks  and  Trees.  Chair  Julie 
Christensen,  552-7774.  email 
julie@surfaces.com. 

Information  and  projects 
concerning  local  parks,  green 
spaces  and  street  trees. 

Neighborhood  Beautification 

Chair  Staci  Shember,  434-4625. 
Vice  Chair,  Suzanne  Nelson, 
986-6210.  Creates  opportunities 
to  improve,  beautify,  and 
preserve  the  Hill.  Through  its 
awards  program,  recognizes 
individuals  and  businesses  who 
enhance  our  neighborhood. 
Facilitates  cleanup,  gardening 
and  graffiti  removal. 

Oral  History  Project  Chair 
Dennis  McElrath,  397-0201. 
Taped  interviews  provide 
historical  documentation  of 
living  and  working  in  the 
neighborhood. 

Pioneer  Park  Improvement 
Project.  Chair  Howard  Wong, 
982-5055.  Work  party 
volunteers  enhance  the  open 
space  around  Coit  Tower, 


improving  accessibility  and 
safety  through  planning, 
landscaping  work  parties  and 
fundraising. 

THD  Web  Page.  Webmaster 
Peter  Overmire,  989-3945. 
Shared  information  about 
meetings,  local  concerns  and 
events. 

LIAISONS  WITH  OTHER 

ORGANIZATIONS 

Coalition  for  San  Francisco 
Neighborhoods  and  s.F. 
neighborhoods  alliance  for 
political  awareness. 

Representative  Gerry  Crowley, 
781-4201.  City-wide 
organizations  interact  with  other 
neighborhoods  to  discuss 
common  problems. 

N.E.R.T.  June  Fraps,  392-1 187. 
Energizes  members  to  take 
emergency  disaster  response 
training  program  sponsored  by 
the  City. 

North  Beach  Coalition, 

Representative  Arthur  Chang, 
331-9595  X  733.  Joins  local 
neighborhood  organizations, 
school  districts  and  TelHi  Center 
to  focus  on  issues  related  to 
children,  senior,  recreation  and 
open  space  needs. 

Police  Liaison  Committee. 

Chair,  Dale  Weidmer,  781-0335. 
Serves  as  liaison  between  THD 
and  Central  Station  on  matters  of 
mutual  interest  and  concern. 
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KAYlWoQDS 

REAL  •  ESTATE 

Selling  fine  properties  since  1973. 

Resident  and  property  owner  on  Telegraph  Hill  since  1976. 
Please  call  us  or  visit  our  website  at 
www.sffinehomes.com 

215  Chestnut  Street  San  Francisco  CA  94133 
(415)  362-1100  Fax  (415)  362-8500 
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THD  CALENDAR 

•  2nd  Saturday  Stair  &  Garden  Work  Parties.  October  9. 
November  13.  December  11.  Meet  at  Pioneer  Park.  For  more 
information  call  552-7774. 

•  September  20,  7:00  PM  at  Tel-High  Center.  Greg  Garr’s  slide 
show  of  historic  San  Francisco  photographs 

•  Fall  cocktail  party  and  General  Membership/dinner  Meeting: 
Watch  for  postcard  invitations. 

•  October  10,  1:00PM.  Columbus  Day  Parade  starts  at 
Fisherman’s  Wharf,  proceeds  along  Columbus  Avenue 

Meet  the  Candidates  Event.  Date  and  location  of  October 
event  will  be  announced  by  postcard  invitation. 

Schedules  of  Committee  Meetings 

Planning  &  Zoning:  Last  Wednesdays.  Call  for  time  and 
location.  986-7070. 

Parking  &  Traffic:  Second  Saturdays  at  1 1  AM  at  Little  City 
Restaurant,  Union  and  Powell  Streets. 

Neighborhood  Beautification:  First  Mondays.  Call  for  time  and 
location.  986-6210  or  434-4625. 

Parks  &  Trees :  Call  for  time  and  location.  552-7774 


